
 
 
 

 
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Theatre Drive Realignment and Southerly Ultimate Improvements 
 
DATE: October 17, 2006 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider authorizing design and appropriate funding to realign 

the Theatre Drive connection at Highway 46 to the west and improve Theatre Drive to 
the southerly City limits. 

 
 
FACTS: 1. In 1997, the City entered into a Cooperative Agreement with the San Luis Obispo 

Council of Governments (SLOCOG) and the County of San Luis Obispo, and a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), to develop transportation improvement options for the 
Route 101/46W interchange.  

 
 2. In April 2005, a Project Study Report (PSR) was approved by Caltrans that identifies 

alternatives to improve safety and reduce congestion in and around the US 
Route 101/46 West interchange. Recommendations include: 

 
 1-A) Realign Theatre Drive to the west from its current connection to Highway 46.  
 
 1-B) Realign Vine Street to connect with Highway 46W west of its current location 

and in alignment with the realigned Theatre Drive. 
 
 2) Construct west roundabout to accommodate Highway 101/46 traffic 

movement. 
 
 3) Construct east roundabout to accommodate Highway 101/46 traffic 

movement. 
 
 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: The cost to construct the ultimate 101/46W improvements is estimated at $60,000,000. 

Upon review of the alternatives, it was determined that the improvements could be 
broken down into phases. 

 
  It is logical that the City initiate Phase 1-A which will improve traffic by eliminating 

Theatre Drive turning movement conflicts at the 101/46W/Vine Street intersection (see 
attached exhibit). Phase 1-A will also improve Theatre Drive to its ultimate 
configuration to the southerly City limits. The construction cost is estimated to be 
$22,000,000. 

 
 URS Corporation has submitted the attached Scope of Work and Fee Proposal to 

prepare the construction documents in the amount of $394,602. 
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POLICY 
REFERENCE: Approved Project Study Report / Circulation Element of the General Plan 
 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: A Community Facilities District will be formed to fund the area private development’s 

share of interchange improvements. Costs incurred prior to forming the CFD may be 
reimbursed from the CFD funds.   Until such time as the CFD is approved, funds must 
be advanced from other sources.  It is recommended that funds for Phase 1-A design be 
advanced from the Traffic Mitigation Development Impact Fee Fund. 

 
 The additional amount (the difference between $394,602 and $450,000) is to cover 

project contingencies and fees to pay PG&E to underground utilities. 
 
 
OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 06-xx to: 
 1) authorize a transfer from the Traffic Mitigation Development Impact Fee Fund 

to the Hwy 101/46W CFD Fund in the amount of $450,000; and 
 2)  appropriate $450,000 to Budget No. 309.710.5224.222  for the design of first 

phase improvements at 101/46W, and 
 3) authorize the City Manager to enter a contract with URS Corporation to 

prepare the construction documents in the amount of $394,602. 
   
 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
Prepared by:  
Ditas Esperanza, P.E., Capital Projects Engineer 
 
Attachments (2) 

1) Scope of Work and Fee Proposal with Exhibits 
2) Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 06- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE THEATRE DRIVE REALIGNMENT AND  

SOUTHERLY ULTIMATE IMPROVMENTS AT THE 101/46 WEST INTERCHANGE,  
AND AUTHORIZE PREPARATION OF THE CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS  

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles has entered into agreements with the County of San Luis Obispo, the San Luis 
Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG), and the State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to 
review the near-term and long-term traffic operations and cumulative traffic impacts of regional and local growth 
development to a study area including the Route 101/46 West interchange; and 
 
WHEREAS, URS Corporation prepared a Project Study Report (PSR) identifying alternatives to improve safety and 
reduce congestion in and around the US Route 101/46 West interchange consistent with local and regional plans, and 
said study was approved by Caltrans in April 2005; and 
  
WHEREAS, staff recommends that the City proceed with this first phase (realigning Theatre Drive to the west) as well 
as improving Theatre Drive to its ultimate configuration to the southerly City limits, at an estimated cost of $22 million; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, URS Corporation has submitted a Scope of Work and Fee Proposal to prepare the construction 
documents for this first phase of construction in the amount of $394,602; and 
  
WHEREAS, design costs are eligible for reimbursement pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 06-134 adopted 
August 1, 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, funds must be advanced from other sources until such time as the CFD is formed and bonds are sold; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Traffic Mitigation Development Impact Fee Fund is the most applicable source; and 
  
WHEREAS, a budget appropriation in the amount of $450,000 from Budget No. 309.710.5224.222  is needed for 
design of first phase improvements at 101/46 West. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS:  
 
SECTION 1.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby approve a temporary advance from the 
Traffic Mitigation Development Impact Fee Fund to the Hwy 101/46W CFD Fund in the amount of $450,000. 
 
SECTION 2.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby appropriate $450,000 to Budget No. 
309.710.5224.222  for the design of first phase improvements at the 101/46 West interchange. 
 
SECTION 3.  The City Council does hereby authorize the City Manager to enter a contract with URS Corporation to 
prepare the construction documents in the amount of $394,602. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 17th day of October 2006 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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